Neurotoxicity of commonly used hepatic drugs.
Neurologic complications are common side-effects of immunosuppressive medications used in the prevention of graft rejection after organ transplantation. The medications most commonly encountered include the calcineurin inhibitors and mycophenolate mofetil. Depression is the most commonly encountered neurotoxicity; however, severe but rare adverse neurological effects related to these therapies have been reported. Interferons, ribavirin, and protease inhibitors are therapeutic options commonly encountered in the treatment of hepatitis. Nucleoside analogs such as adefovir dipivoxil and entecavir carry significant risks for the development of lactic acidosis and hepatic dysfunction; however, most common adverse effects to these therapies in general are mild. While the mechanisms of action are poorly elucidated, they are discussed along with treatment strategies.